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fifty mangoes. The governor sent for her and asked
her explanation. She told her story. The governor,
although of another faith, was yet a pious man and
let her go in peace. He believed her and guessed
that she had fed a god and that he had repaid her
gift tenfold.
In due course a son was born to Muktabai and
received the name of Chokha or Chokhamela. Train-
ed by pious parents, he grew up a saintly boy.
According to the legend, his piety brought him a
rich reward. As a Mhar, it was his duty to drag
the bodies of dead cattle away from the villagers'
houses. One day he happened to be the only Mhar
present in Anagod and it fell to him to drag away
the body of a big cow that had just died. The task
would ordinarily have been too great for the half-
grown lad ; but the god Krishna came to his aid.
With the god's help he easily finished the task.
When he had done it, a high-born maiden, who had
been permitted to see the god, threw herself at
Chokhamela's feet and implored him to accept her as
his bride. So signal a proof of divine favour led
Chokhamela to give up his home at Anagod and
live in Pandharpur. As a Mhar, he could not enter
the temples ; but he prayed continuously to Shri
Krishna from the outer gate. The thought of a
Mhar saint, however, was too much for the local
Brahmans ; and the persecution that befell him forms
the subject of one of Mahipati's most graceful poems.
The gist of the poem is shortly this. One day as
Chokhamela was praying to Shri Krishna from out-
side the temple courtyard, a Brahman sneered at
him and said, 'Your prayers to Krishna are as likely
to be heard as a dog's would be, who asked to eat